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b 1543
Mr. FORD changed his vote from

‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’
So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. KASICH. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

127, I was inadvertently detained in a budget
meeting. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘yes.’’
f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. LAZIO of New York. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COMBEST). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.
f

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 2, HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY AND RESPON-
SIBILITY ACT OF 1997
Mr. LAZIO of New York. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that in en-
grossment of the bill, H.R. 2, the Clerk
be authorized to make technical cor-
rections and conforming changes to the
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

b 1545

SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

COMBEST). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 1997, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri [Mr. HULSHOF] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. HULSHOF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

RECOGNITION OF CUSTOMS AND
INS INSPECTORS AS LAW EN-
FORCEMENT OFFICERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Texas [Mr. REYES] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the men and women,
officers and inspectors of the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service and
the U.S. Customs Service and ask all of
my colleagues to support H.R. 1215
which was recently introduced by my
friend and colleague, the gentleman
from California [Mr. FILNER]. This bill
will grant the same law enforcement
status to inspectors of the INS and
Customs as all other Federal law en-
forcement officers. This action is long
overdue, in my opinion.

The inspectors of the INS and Cus-
toms carry a badge, a gun, and are ex-
posed to the same rigors, challenges,
and dangers of any other law enforce-
ment officer in the United States. Last
year alone, there were more than 280
million border crossings, all requiring
inspection and many escalating into
violent conflicts, yet we have not pro-
vided our inspectors with the same
benefits and security as other law en-
forcement officers. I know firsthand
what these inspectors are asked to deal
with on a daily basis.

I spent 4 years as an inspector at the
various ports of entry around El Paso,
and I can tell my colleagues that I
sympathize with these men and women
who put their lives on the line each and
every day.

In the past 2 years, 140 inspectors
have been assaulted along our Nation’s
borders. During fiscal year 1995, we had
88 assaults on our inspectors. During
fiscal year 1996, there were 52. I think
it is important, Mr. Speaker, that we
recognize that on any given day, our
officers, our inspectors at those ports
of entry are subject to being attacked
and being injured.

It is time that we recognize these
courageous men and women and pro-
vide them with the benefits that they
have earned and rightfully deserve. I
urge all of my colleagues to support
H.R. 1215. It is time we recognize the
inspectors of INS and Customs as law
enforcement officers.

Mr. Speaker, at this time I yield 21⁄2
minutes to my colleague, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. FILNER].

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding. I am espe-
cially honored by his support of this
legislation. His stature as a former
chief patrol agent in El Paso is recog-
nized around the Nation. The gen-
tleman knows the problems, he has
been effective in dealing with them,
and I again appreciate joining with him
in this legislation.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, in the
spirit of National Police Week, I rise to
honor 43 courageous U.S. Customs and
Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice inspectors who were killed in the
line of duty, and honoring at the same
time the inspectors who currently per-
form the same dangerous work the oth-
ers died doing. The most recent of
these brave officers to fall are Customs
Inspectors James Buczel and Timothy
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